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We analyse the pattern of citation of the papers published by Ardeola between 1983 and
1996 according to the authors who citated them, to the reseach topics these papers dealt
with, and to the use of the scientific literature by their authors. Our main objective was
to evaluate to what extent the goal of enlarging the international diffusion and scientific
utility of Ardeola, which has directed the editorial line of the journal for the last two
decades, has been reached. Also, we tried to detect the main factors which could have
delayed reaching that goal, as well as to derive efficient ways to overcome them.
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